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'JU·dg~.~repY'6f>r;X t!oh~t: 6~iied' to' ,~avis~, th~'t ~~1~t:L~~9tj:'S~B' 
• r. • <, • , ,: ,·i ... ,.' -~ ",'0;: : .' ',: .. . - - . }!' 

(S~1.24fj}Sec·tiot"·ltv·stf;tes tbat'theAIR .. RIGHT~ov'erlnterst"t¢ 9$ . 

'. :r."'· 

. . - ,' .. 

,' .. ,' ' . >: frO'm G;st Nw·"'~l1d,.N.E ,:' ontheNorth·tl).3~d'stt .. ~e~;N"W.f.,nd SWOn1;he . 

. '~qe~t' :Htb "S1:~_:,~':~~~d~t '~~:!the'::~~~t .. rini,~: st·~s~r~p~SEonthe:~o~t~'··. ,t~ 
I, ,." • ", 

. 'exe~t ft'C?·t{l .f.iny .eont~ol bYt:he' J)" c. 'qovt' ': . He ftlrthernelelve$ 'th~t' WQ 
" . _" " :.' ~., _ " . . ! _ .. ' ", ,.'. ':j, ". • .,:.'.; ;~ ":~ ':. I"': i . .' ,,' '. 

·:need'onlY negot1tJ~c,w1,th ·thQfl. C :', Gbv;t" ..•.. ca!t ;to' ,l.i~tirigt. v.ntftption~ e~£ttty'~n 
.. ". '. '. ., ".' ;:.:"::~ "': ;:.;... .. ;.... . . ..." '.' ".. ;::. ..... ., . ..... . ' . 
.. ' s~cp'nifrttel'S;wtth' t'.Eu!Jl'f:;C!t to ·:the pl~tpover. the freewry, '.~. 

I ,. ,: ~: '. .',,' , ~' • ' .' .' '. " \, .... ' 

.~ .. ",'" c . . . > ." ·.",-~:~v">:{ . : .... : ' :. ' .... ': •. "~;,;L·. ' .... 
'~ , ··!.ps8tit'~.d Judge'Fe~y\we:::sht1ii"~~as ;review.th~. f!~t.~' ~dvise.th.is 
.' , '.,' ~" . . . ~ -'. 

office "hOW J4f!' $~Q~ld .. ~~oc~~d' :~o:~~~uil'~' ;th~-'~ec~~~pri/': Ait' -rigl:ts: . 'H~':--.. :" .. 
. :~l$O,t-'avis~et~·~t,. .'.·~f~rr';h9Port·~~iori:~~: 1~t~:-~·.gr~nt1rig':the·~trI{·fgh~s 
.~ndunot~·~~~~~~d\;'~O..,..:t1on;. . .... ~t) ........ ... ~ 

· .... i~:. c~S7;;~i&~fO to t 1~'K~lligj'.fe.<~111 . resa~:h~~A~t .. pnd·. 
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'. U'~IT~D ST~TES .TAX~U~~i~: .' I ·.If"r . , 
. .' WASHINGTON,D, C. 20.044 ! '~".~~ .. ~- P.~Jl~I' .' ·.r~"!'1I1H()n 

, • ____ f: 
. .;'. : I,h t,;oPY'of - -' 

", I .IlIVt'll . ~ 
. . CH~",aERs QF '/i .' I" 'e I , . .:-~, sent to: ,~-

I
·' :,WIL.LIAM M. DRENNEN J .." 9 1 ~ 

. CHIEF JUOGE \;, .' ".'.' S~~ber) ~T,9Jgf4-~- '--'. 
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. : ...... ;. '.;.' >., '. ~~ti!~t~~~id~:i:~n. '" \ .' .... .. J.. 'N\. . 
:. ',:~ .. :. :' ... ' General Services Administrat10n ., '. l' (I , r . .' ... ~ .. , '. '. Washington, D.C. 20405 / 

t .:1 

I .j ..... :' . .' ......... : '., . Dear Mrl: ~antPs~n: . ,-
. I ": :-.... '., / . . 

.,," 

.' .. 

. \.":.'.': ...... The Juc]ees of the Tax Court are glad to .see the progress being '.', 
./' ':< .... :. .- made on the Tax Court building ~d sincerely hope that the contractor ... 

. '. . .... , " .. will be able to meet the time schedule for its completion. I think 
. \ .. ; ' ... :: .. ; .. '. it is important at this time, however, to have a clear understanding 

, . .. ' 
::' .... '., ':. ". as to the responsibilities for completion of the project and this 

'. ::,.:: letter is being directed to you for the purpose of clarifying the Tax 
" ...... : '. Court's position 1n connection with this construction project. 

" ." ,'" \ ' . ,," .. 
i'" .... ; .' ,":',/ The historY of this project b~arB no 'repeating for I em sure you 
I. . .:: ... / are fully familiar With the background. The f'uhd1ng for the project 
. .' : : '.' '" '/ was obtained through the direct efforts of the Tax Court; a.lthough·. 
. ..... -:f;. 8.ll estimates in support of the budget request were premised upon 

.. ( . information supplied to the Court by GSA •. We were natural.ly disturbed 

. I that the estimates furnished by GSA for the funding :required fell . 
/' 'substantially short of the lowest bid received. Consequently, it is 
.' incumbent upon the Tax Court, rather than GSA, to go back before 'the 

. . committees of congress not only to ask for the additional fUding 
but also to justif.y the request~ That is being done at this time, 

You may also recall that when .. through your office, we bargained 
to acquire the site .for our buildi~we discovered not only that .the 

. parcel purchased from 'i;h~ Federal. Home Loan-Bank Board was '1nsuf:ficient 
in itself to acconunodate otU' building but also that the remaining 
portion owned by the District~of Coiumbia Government was encumbered by 
a right-o:f-way for which additional ;compensation:--had to be paid. Much' 
of the leg work required by these deterrents' was accomplished/by n-

. member of the Court's own staf:f. . ' . 
" '. { . 

/ The plaJl for the plaza to be erected across the center-leg freeway 
waS not originatediby the.Tax Court but rather by the National- Capital 
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" Pl.~n1ng. Commla~ior). and the Fine' Arts Commission. The plaza concept. was 
.. ' rec~ended., by :~1CF<l in their approval of the Feder,a+. 'HQb1e Loan Bank noard 
'ilt'''~'''''' ....... '. :. 133 1 \;'.:' .. ',\\,\(\'1 
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btiiIrlfne on OC+,fCl'l~r 12 ,1967 (see your proposed letter to Mayor. 
Wo.shinGton, 9/1/,(2). It hnsbeen our understanding that botb the NCPC 
lind the . Fi,i1e 1\ r 1:1 Commission have required the plaza for approval of 

. the plnns for u~h Tl.lX Court building.' 'Oste,nsibly the details in 
connection wi til '1.111 necessary approvaJ.s in regard to this plaza had been'·· 
or NOuld be, clenT:cd sometime ago. It is now apparent that s,ome questions: 
still existregnrding the obtaining ofa,iri"ights over the ,freeway and 
utilization ofi ts medionstrip for erection of supports: for the pla.za. 

',There also nppears to be some uncertainty within your staff as'to just 
.who controls the grant1ngbf such air rights and whether compensation 
will. be require(\. 

. . Because c!Jr some of the problems that have 'arisen and the uncertainties 
attendant the~eQn, representatives of the Court have at, times felt it (il'~"'" , .... 

, . I " 

'"was necessary to interject ,themselves into the legal. matters and other 
I,' . details conc~'rninB the project. We will Gontinue to hold ourselves , /1' available to offer whatever assistance' to your staff that might be helpful 

y,j' ' ,in furtherarl.ce of the project. However, ,I Wish to make it clear that ' 
'1" ' ' , full respon~ibi1!ity for this project must be with GSAa.nd no dependence' 
I' " l ' should be placed on the Tax Court for sharing this l'esponsibili ty. The, 
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;, ' CO!ll't recognizes' that GSA 1s in the business of constructirigFederaJ. 
buil~in~s/andthe'court is not. We expect to be consulted about the 
fUrm.shl.ngs and any change orders that are made but the ultimate' responsi­
bility fpr completion of the project with the funds available rests with 

'. GSA. / ' 
'., ! 
'Ii believe it; would be helpful. to re-emphasize the above to the 

appropriate officer~ in your Administration end direct that this whole 
project be taken' umler review to establish that the estimates of costs 
are realistic aricl vnJ.id, that, costs on necessary change orders are care­
fully reviewed and kept to a minimum, end that turthersite acquisition 
problems be promptly ~esolved so a contract can be let for Phase Il of 

,~he project before prices escaJ.ate any further. ' 
II, ' 

I 

I "am sure we can cotmt on you for sympathetic tmderstanding of these 
observations. If there is".. any misunderst'ang.1ng of our poSition, I wiU 
appreciate it if you will' contact me. ..., 
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Sincerely yours, 

{I/J-/vl. ·f")\,t.'LL'~'J.-" -- . 

W. M. Drennen 
Chief JUdge 
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